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Terms and People 

• popular sovereignty – policy having people in 
the territory or state vote directly on issues 
rather than having elected officials decide 

• secede – to withdraw 

• fugitives – enslaved people who have run away 

• Henry Clay – Kentucky senator who worked on 
the Missouri Compromise – “The Great 
Compromiser” 

• John C. Calhoun – South Carolina senator who 
opposed the Missouri Compromise 

• Daniel Webster – Massachusetts senator who 
called for an end to the bitter sectionalism 

 



Slavery was 

forbidden north of  

36°30’, the southern 

boundary of Missouri. 



The development of industry in the North 

lead to the rapid growth of Northern cities.  

Much of the population growth came from 

immigration.  In addition, immigrants and 

Easterners moved west and built farms in 

the new states formed from the Northwest 

Territory.  Most canals and railroads ran 

east and west, helping the Eastern and 

Midwestern states develop strong ties. 

The South developed differently.  A few 

wealthy planters controlled southern 

society.  They made great profits from the 

labor of their slaves.  Planters relied on 

exports, especially cotton.  Because 

these plantations were so profitable, 

Southern planters invested in slaves 

instead of industry. 



From 1820 to 1848, there was a balance of 
power between North and South: 15 free states 
and 15 slave states. 

The tie 
could be 
broken by 
new 
territory 
gained in 
the 
Mexican-
American 
War. 



Even before the Mexican-American War had ended, 
politicians argued over what to do. 

Still, it angered 
Southerners, who 
viewed the bill as an 
attack on slavery 
by the North. 

 
Representative 

David Wilmot from 
Pennsylvania 

proposed a ban on 
slavery in all 

Mexican Cession 
territories. 

The bill passed in 
the House but not 
in the Senate. 



In the 1848 election, many Democrats and Whigs were 

disappointed with their party’s stand on slavery. They 

started an anti-slavery party called the Free-Soil Party.  

Critics called Free-Soil Party members “barnburners.” 

They accused them of burning the barn (the 

Democratic Party) to get rid of proslavery “rats.” 



Party Candidate Policy 

Democratic 
Party 

Senator Lewis Cass popular 
sovereignty 

Free-Soil 
Party 

Martin Van Buren slavery banned 

Whig Party General Zachary Taylor no stated policy 

War hero Zachary Taylor won the election. 

The Free-Soil Party chose Martin Van Buren as its 

candidate and called for territory from the Mexican-

American War to be “free soil.”  The Free-Soil Party took 

votes away from Democratic candidate Lewis Cass. 

 



The discovery of gold in California quickly brought enough 

people into that territory for it to apply for statehood. 

However, the proposal to admit California to the union as a 

“free” state threatened the balance between North and 

South in Congress.  The debate over this issue in Congress 

led to the Compromise of 1850.  

US Senate A.D. 1850 by Peter F. Rothermel 





Because of his work 

on the Missouri 

Compromise and 

the Compromise of 

1850, Henry Clay 

became known as 

“the great 

compromiser”. 



John C. Calhoun  Daniel Webster 

The U.S. needed to 
amend the constitution. 
Otherwise, the South 

should secede. 

The U.S. should end 
sectionalism and adopt 

the compromise. 

The Senate’s discussion of Clay’s proposals produced 

one of the greatest debates in American history. John 

C. Calhoun spoke against the compromise, & Daniel 

Webster spoke for it. 



• Harriet Beecher Stowe – daughter of an 
abolitionist minister and author of Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin 

• propaganda – false or misleading information 
that is spread to further a cause 

• Stephen Douglas – Illinois senator who pushed 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 

• John Brown – antislavery settler from 
Connecticut who led an attack on a proslavery 
settlement 

Terms and People: 



In 1850, Congress passed this 

controversial law, which allowed slave-

hunters to seize (arrest) alleged 

fugitive slaves without due process of 

law and prohibited anyone from aiding 

escaped fugitives. The law threatened 

the safety of all blacks, slave and free, 

and forced many Northerners to become 

more defiant in their support of fugitives. 



An Indiana man was 
separated from his wife 

and children when a slave 
owner claimed he had 
escaped 19 years ago. 

A wealthy tailor was 
seized, but his friends in 
New York quickly raised 

money to free him. 

Slave catchers would seize fugitives even after many 

years had passed since their escape. 



Why did it take so 

long for the nation to 

recognize what 

Abraham Lincoln 

prophetically stated in 

1858:  “A house 

divided against itself 

cannot stand”? 

Journal  



Harriet Beecher Stowe, daughter 

of a prominent abolitionist 

minister, was outraged by the 

Fugitive Slave Act. In 1852, she 

published a novel that 

dramatically portrayed the moral 

issues of slavery. The book 

became widely popular in the 

North.  



Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a novel about an enslaved man 
who is abused by his cruel owner, provoked strong 
reactions from people on both sides of the slavery 
issue. 

Many 
northerners 

were shocked 
and began to 

view slavery as 
a serious moral 
problem not a 
political issue. 

Many white 
southerners said 

it was 
propaganda, 

misleading 
information meant 

to further a 
cause. 





In 1854, Senator Stephen Douglas 

proposed a bill to organize and 

divide the Nebraska Territory into 

two territories – Kansas and 

Nebraska. His plan called for the 

residents of each territory to 

decide whether or not to allow 

slavery.  Popular Sovereignty is a 

system where the residents of an 

area vote to decide an issue. 

The bill passed and repealed the 

Missouri Compromise. 

Kansas would soon 

become a battle- 

ground over the 

issue of slavery and  

Democrats would                       

get the blame. 





Thousands of proslavery and antislavery 
settlers immediately poured into Kansas. 

Each side 
wanted to hold a 
majority in the 
vote on slavery. 

Kansas soon 
had two 
governments, 
one 
antislavery 
and one 
proslavery. 



Civil war had broken out in Kansas and would last from 1855 

to 1858.  

Violence broke out.  

Bands of fighters began 

roaming the territory, 

terrorizing those who did 

not support their views. 

John Brown and seven 

other men murdered five 

proslavery settlers at 

Pottawatomie Creek. 

The violence was so bad 

that it earned Kansas the 

name Bleeding Kansas.   



John Steuart Curry's mural, Tragic Prelude 



The violence in Kansas spread over into the United 

States Senate. 

Abolitionist Charles Sumner 
spoke out against proslavery 

Senator Andrew Butler. 

By 1856, all attempts at 
compromise had failed. 

Butler’s nephew, 
Congressman Preston 
Brooks, beat Sumner 

unconscious in the Senate 
chamber. 





Missouri Compromise (1820) 

Compromise of 1850 

Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 



The Republican Party was first organized in 

1854, growing out of a coalition of anti-slavery 

Whigs and Free Soil Democrats who mobilized 

in opposition to Stephen Douglas's introduction 

of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in Congress. 

In June 1854, New York newspaper magnate 

Horace Greeley printed, "We should not care 

much whether those thus united (against 

slavery) were designated 'Whig,' 'Free 

Democrat' or something else; though we           

think some simple name like 'Republican' 

would more fitly designate those who had 

united to restore the Union to its true mission 

of champion of Liberty rather than 

propagandist of slavery." 

Besides opposition to slavery, the new party 

put forward a radical vision of modernizing the 

United States -  emphasizing higher education, 

banking, railroads, industry and cities, while 

promising free homesteads to farmers. 



In 1854, the Whig Party split apart. Many northern 

Whigs formed a new party: the Republican Party. 

The 

Republican 

Party’s 

main goal 

was to stop 

the spread 

of slavery 

into the 

western 

territories. 



In the 1850s, the issue of slavery caused a split in the Whig 

Party.  Some Southern Whigs joined the Democratic Party 

while Northern Whigs formed the Republican Party. 

The presidential election of 1856 pitted Democrat James 

Buchanan against Republican John C. Fremont and Whig 

Millard Fillmore.  The election showed the growing influence 

of the Republican party and the nation’s division over slavery. 



In 1857, a slave named 

Dred Scott sued for his 

freedom. 

Scott had lived with his 

owner in two territories 

where slavery was illegal.  

Then they returned to 

Missouri and his owner 

died. 

He argued that this meant 

he was a free man. 



The Supreme Court ruled against Scott.  

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney wrote the 

decision in the Scott case. 

Justice Taney also ruled that Congress did not have 

the power to prohibit slavery in any territory. 

Dred Scott Decision 

• Scott could not sue because he was a slave 

and, therefore, not a U.S. citizen. 

• Living in a free state did not make Scott free. 

• Slaves are property protected by the U.S. 

Constitution. 





• “Has anything ever threatened the existence of this Union save and except this very institution of 

slavery? What is it that we hold most dear amongst us? Our own liberty and prosperity. What 

has ever threatened our liberty and prosperity, save and except this institution of slavery? If this 

is true, how do you propose to improve the condition of things by enlarging slavery—by 

spreading it out and making it bigger? You may have a cancer upon your person, and not be able 

to cut it out, lest you bleed to death; but surely it is no way to cure it, to engraft it and spread it 

over your whole body.” 

October 15, 1858 

• “Nothing in the Constitution or laws of any State can destroy a right distinctly and expressly 

affirmed in the Constitution of the United States. Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger Taney 

says that the right of property in a slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed in the Constitution of 

the United States. Therefore, nothing in the Constitution or laws of any State can destroy the 

right of property in a slave.” 

October 7, 1858 

• “The signers of the Declaration of Independence meant to set up a standard maxim for free 

society, which should be familiar to all, and revered by all; constantly looked to, constantly 

labored for, and even though never perfectly attained, constantly approximated, and thereby 

constantly spreading and deepening its influence, and augmenting the happiness and value of life 

to all people of all colors everywhere.” 

June 26, 1857 (Dred Scott Decision) 

• “I will say that I am not, nor ever have been in favor of bringing about in any way the social and 

political equality of the white and black races, that I am not, not ever have been, in favor of 

making voters or jurors of Negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with 

white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical difference between the 

white and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two races from living together on 

terms of social and political equality. And inasmuch as they can not so live, while they do remain 

together there must be the position of superior and inferior, and I as much as any other man am 

in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race.” 

September 18, 1858 



In 1858, Abraham Lincoln 

challenged incumbent Stephen 

Douglas for the U.S. Senate seat 

for Illinois.  The two men held a 

series of formal debates across 

Illinois. 

The two men squarely addressed 

the nation’s most pressing issue: 

the expansion of slavery.  Lincoln 

claimed the practice was “a 

moral, a social, and a political 

wrong”, and argued that slavery 

should not be expanded. 

Douglas argued that the issue 

should be decided by popular 

sovereignty, which he felt was 

the most democratic method.  

Douglas won reelection. 



In 1859, John Brown and 18 followers 

attempted to capture the arsenal at 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia.  He hoped to 

inspire slaves to fight for their 

freedom.  The slaves however, did not 

rise up, angry Southern whites did.  

Brown and six others were quickly 

captured.  Brown was tried, found guilty 

of murder and treason, and hanged. 

The Last Moments of John Brown by Thomas Hovenden, 1884 





The continuing tensions over slavery 
drove the North and the South into talks 
of breaking up the United States. 

The crisis over 
slavery deepened 
as the country 
approached the 
1860 presidential 
election. 

Could a new 
president 
bring the 

country back 
together? 



Due to a disagreement over the slavery 

issue, the Democratic Party split into 

two parties: the Northern and Southern 

Democrats.  The Northern Democrats 

supported popular sovereignty and 

nominated Stephen Douglas for the 

presidential election of 1860.  Southern 

Democrats supported slavery and 

nominated John Breckinridge. 

The Republicans nominated Abraham 

Lincoln, but he wasn’t even on the ballot 

in many of the Southern states.  A fourth 

party dedicated to preserving the Union 

nominated John Bell for president. 

The results were split with Lincoln 

winning the Northern states and 

Breckinridge winning in the South.  

Because the North had a greater 

population than the South, Lincoln 

won the election. 





Southerners felt that the President and Congress 
were now set against their interests—especially 
slavery. 



A political cartoon from 1861 shows Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana as men 

riding donkeys, following South Carolina's lead toward a cliff... Florida, immediately 

behind South Carolina, cries, "Go it Carolina! We are the boys to "wreck" the Union."  



A number of “deep” southern states 
formed the Confederate States of 
America. 

Six other southern 
states followed.  

South 
Carolina 
was the 
first state 
to secede 
from the 
Union.  



John Crittenden’s family was torn by the Civil 

War, with one son, Thomas, leaving to join the 

Union and the other, George, enlisting with the 

Confederate States of America. In December, 

1860 he promoted a last minute compromise 

to hold the Union together, the Crittenden 

Plan.  But Republicans rejected it and it 

never came to a vote. 
 

On March 4, 1861, Abraham Lincoln took the 

oath of office and gave his First Inaugural 

Address.  In the speech, Lincoln assured the 

South that he had no intention of abolishing 

slavery there.  He ended his speech with an 

appeal for friendship but warned against 

secession. 
 

Northerners and Southerners waited anxiously 

to see what would happen next. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/John_J._Crittenden_-_Brady-Handy.jpg


When President Lincoln was 

inaugurated on March 4, 1861, 

the nation faced the greatest 

crisis in its history. 

Lincoln told the seceded states he 

would not “interfere… with 

slavery where it exists.” 

The Confederate 
states responded 
by taking over 
federal property 
within their 
borders. 

Lincoln 
encouraged the 
Confederacy to 
return to the 
union. 



In his First Inaugural Address, Lincoln argued for the preservation of the Union. 



The commander at 
Fort Sumter, South 
Carolina, had 
refused to 
surrender to the 
Confederates.  

The Confederates 
tried to starve 
the troops into 
surrendering. 

Lincoln did not send troops because he did not want 

other states to secede. He planned to send food on 

ships without guns. On April 12, 1861, Confederate 

forces attacked Fort Sumter. 

The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter marked the 

beginning of the civil war. 



“Our Southern brethren 

have done grievously; they 

have rebelled and have 

attacked their father's 

house and their loyal 

brothers. They must be 

punished and brought 

back, but this necessity 

breaks my heart.” -    

Major Robert Anderson 



By 1861, many people in the North and South believed 
that war was unavoidable. Many also thought it would 
over quickly. 

Almost no 
one was 
prepared for 
the terrible 
war that 
would last for 
four years. 


