
World War I 
1914 - 1920 



Terms and People 

• militarism– the glorification of the military 

• nationalism– pride in one’s nation or ethnic 
group 

• stalemate– deadlock 

• trench warfare– type of warfare in which 
soldiers fire at one another from opposing lines 
of dugout trenches 



The  Causes of World War I 

    CAUSE                 EFFECT 

European nations built large military forces. 

A tangled network of competing alliances 
bound European nations together. 

European nations competed for colonies. 

Europeans had strong feelings of pride 

and loyalty towards their own countries. 



• Nations formed alliances, or 

partnerships, for protection. 

• Alliances were formed to maintain 

peace but would lead directly to war. 

• Germany formed a military alliance 

with Austria-Hungary and Italy 

called the . 

• Fearful of Germany’s growing 

power, Great Britain, France and 

Russia to form the . 

• Some European leaders believed that 

these alliances created a balance of 

power, in which each nation had 

equal strength, therefore decreasing 

the chance of war. 

Powder Keg 



Colonel Edward 

House, an advisor 

to President 

Woodrow Wilson, 

compared Europe to 

an open keg of 

gunpowder.  He 

said, “It only 

requires a spark to 

set the whole thing 

off.” 



The Assassination of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand 



The spark that set off the war occurred in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia. 

July 29, 1914 June 28, 1914 

A Serbian nationalist 
assassinated 

Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand, heir to the 

throne of Austria-
Hungary. 

Austria-Hungary 
declared war on 

Serbia. 





Fighting began in France. Both sides hoped for a 
quick victory, but neither side could gain an 
advantage. 

By early 
September, 

German forces 
were within 30 
miles of Paris. 

French and 
British troops 

halted the 
German 
advance. 

This deadlock, or stalemate, lasted for over 
three years. 



New Technology of War 

Tanks 

Poison Gas 

Machine Guns 

Airplanes 



Trench Warfare 





The Trenches 



The Battle of Verdun 

Fought between the German and French 

armies, from February to December 

1916, the Battle of Verdun resulted in 

306,000 battlefield deaths (163,000 

French and 143,000 German) plus at 

least half a million wounded, an 

average of 30,000 deaths for each of the 

ten months of the battle.  

It was the longest and one of the most 

devastating battles in the First World 

War and the history of warfare. Verdun 

was primarily an artillery battle, with 

the two sides firing more than 100,000 

artillery shells a day, every day, for 

almost a year. Over 40 million artillery 

shells were exchanged leaving behind 

millions of overlapping shell craters that 

are still partly visible today. The Verdun battlefield today 



Battle of the Somme 

The Battle of the Somme took place 

between July and November 1916. On the 

opening day of the battle, July 1, 1916, the 

British Army suffered the worst one-day 

combat losses in its history, with nearly 

60,000 casualties. The battle is also 

remembered for the first use of the tank.   

At the end of the battle, British and French 

forces had captured a total of 6 miles of 

German occupied territory.  An estimate 

of casualties on the Somme showed that 

419,654 British and 204,253 French were 

killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. 

German losses in the categories dead, 

missed, wounded were 237,009.  At the 

Battle of the Somme, every centimeter of 

ground cost the lives of two men. 





When the war started in 1914, President 

Wilson announced a policy of , 

refusing to take sides in the war. He hoped 

that the United States would continue to 

trade with warring nations. Many in the 

government felt there was no reason for the 

U.S. to intervene with European affairs. 

Also, Wilson was aware of the huge 

immigrant populations that came from the 

nations at war. 

News of the horrors of the war confirmed to 

the government that they had adopted the 

right approach. The majority of Americans 

supported neutrality. A popular song, “I 

Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier,” 

expressed the anti-war sentiment of the 

nation. 

Neutrality 



Neutrality 





German submarines attacked ships bringing supplies from 

the U.S. to the Allies. 

More than 11 million 

tons of Allied 

shipments were 

destroyed and nearly 

14,000 people were 

killed. 







In the first years of the war, German U-boat attacks on supply 

ships were a serious threat to the Allied war effort. In May 1917, 

a new strategy called the used destroyers to guard 

and escort groups of merchant ships across the Atlantic. Allied 

ship losses fell dramatically. 

Convoy System 



U.S. Losses to the German Submarine 

Campaign, 1916-1918 



The 

proposed that Mexico join the 

Germans by attacking the U.S.  In 

return Germany promised to help 

Mexico regain its “lost” territories 

of Texas, New Mexico, and 

Arizona.  The British intercepted 

the telegram and passed it on to 

the Americans who quickly 

became furious. 

The Road to War 

http://rutlandhs.k12.vt.us/jpeterso/MOREWW1/ZMMRMN.JPG


By 1917, Czar Nicholas II poor leadership 

was being blamed for the huge Russian 

army being outfought by the smaller 

German army. Huge casualties and food 

shortages led to riots, and soaring inflation 

led to strikes by angry Russian workers. 

In March 1917, Czar Nicholas II was 

forced to step down and an unpopular 

temporary government took over.  In 

November, the Bolsheviks, a communist 

group led by Vladimir Ilich Lenin, took 

power. 

Lenin began peace talks with Germany 

and withdrew from the war by signing the 

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918. 

This allowed German troops to turn from 

Russia to the Western Front and made the 

need for American troops more urgent. 



On April 2, 1917, President Wilson asked 
Congress to declare war against the Central 
Powers. 

Wilson’s goal was to fight 
“…for the rights of nations 
great and small and the 
privilege of men 
everywhere to choose 
their way of life and of 
obedience. The world 
must be made safe for 
democracy.” 



The Four Events that brought 
the United States into World War I 

 
 
 
 

U-boat  
sinks HMS 
Lusitania. 

Zimmermann 
telegram 

discovered. 

Germany resumes 
unrestricted 

submarine warfare. 

Revolution in 
Russia makes 

need for 
American 

troops. 

United States  
enters  

World War I. 



Terms and People 

• mobilize– to prepare for war 

• propaganda– the spread of information 
designed to win support for a cause 

• Jeannette Rankin– Representative of Montana 
and the first woman elected to Congress 

• illiterate– unable to read and write 

• Herbert Hoover– head of the Food 
Administration during World War I 

• Eugene V. Debs– labor leader jailed for 
criticizing the war effort 



In 1917, the United States had to mobilize for 
war. It faced enormous challenges. 

Increasing 
the size of its 

army 

Managing 
agriculture 

and industry 

Shaping 
public opinion 

of the war 



Mobilizing for War 

The U.S. Army was not ready for war.  The government began a draft to meet 

its need for troops.  In May 1917, Congress passed the Selective Service Act.  

This act required all males between the ages of 21 and 30 to sign up for military 

service.  By the end of 1918, nearly 3 million men had been drafted. 

The war also brought more government control of the economy.  President 

Wilson set up the War Industries Board to produce needed war supplies.  The 

Board managed the buying and distribution of war materials and set prices and 

factory production goals. 



Americans 
were able to 
increase 
production 
and meet 
the new 
demands of 
the wartime 
economy. 



Mobilizing for War 

World War I cost the United States $35.5 

billion.  By comparison, the current War 

in Iraq has cost the United States an 

estimated $490 trillion, and the cost is 

rising everyday. 

Americans helped to pay for World 

War I by buying government war 

bonds.  were low-interest 

loans meant to be repaid in a number of 

years.  Liberty Loan drives, posters, and 

Hollywood stars helped to sell bonds. 

World War I was a national effort.  

Children rolled bandages and collected 

useful scrap.  Women’s groups knit 

socks and sweaters for the troops.  

People all over the country saved food 

by observing wheatless Mondays and 

Wednesdays and meatless Tuesdays. 



Rationing 



Propaganda 

posters urged 

Americans to 

help defeat 

Germany. 



Intolerance & Suspicion 

did much to win 

support for the war.  But its anti-German, 

anti-foreign message also fueled prejudice.  

Towns across America with German sounding 

names changed their names.  Sauerkraut 

became “liberty cabbage,” hamburger became 

“Salisbury steak,” and German shepherds 

became “police dogs.” 

Congress passed the and the 

.  These laws set heavy fines and 

long prison terms for antiwar activities and 

resisting the draft.  The laws even made it 

illegal to criticize the war.  Hundreds went 

to jail. 

In the 1919 decision in Schenck v. United 

States, the Supreme Court upheld the 

Espionage Act.  Charles Schenck was 

convicted of distributing pamphlets against 

the draft and spent ten years in prison. 



German Americans 

faced discrimination and 

their loyalty to the U.S. 

was questioned.  

http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ht/39.1/frese.html


Many Progressives opposed the war. In response, the U.S. made it 

illegal to criticize the government or to interfere with the war. 

Eugene V. Debs, Socialist candidate for President, was arrested 

for protesting the draft. 

Protests 

http://www.justicelearning.org/justice_timeline/AmendmentsTimeline.aspx?ID=1&TimelineID=1&TimelineEventID=12
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Debs




Reasons for Wartime Shifts in Population 

African 
Americans 

Mexicans 

Moved from  
the South to 
Northern cities 

Moved to  
the American 
Southwest and 
Northern cities 

To gain employment and 
to escape the bigotry, 
poverty, and racial 
violence of the South 

To gain jobs and to 
escape the chaos and 
violence of the Mexican 
Revolution 

Shift Reasons 



Racial Tensions 

The Great Migration brought a 

half million African Americans to 

Northern cities.  Competition for 

factory jobs and housing lead to 

tensions between whites and 

blacks.  In dozens of cities like 

Chicago, St. Louis, and Tulsa race 

riots flared.  Black homes and 

churches were burned and black 

people were brutally beaten, 

murdered, and lynched. 



Journal  

During World War I, recruits and draftees were required to 

take a series of physical and mental tests.  It was found 

that 31 percent of them were illiterate and 29 percent were 

physically unfit for service.  If you were President Wilson, 

what would you do about these shocking findings? 



Terms and People 

• convoy– a large group of merchant vessels 
sailing together 

• John J. Pershing– Commander of the 
American Expeditionary Force 

• Vladimir Lenin– Bolshevik leader who seized 
control of Russia’s government in 1917 

• communism– an economic and political 
system based on the idea that social classes 
and the right to private property should be 
eliminated 

• armistice– a halt in fighting that allows peace 
talks to begin 



In 1917, U.S. forces prepared to go overseas. The U.S. 

Army chose John J. Pershing to lead American troops 

in Europe. 

He wanted American troops to 

fight in separate units under 

U.S. command. 

This would show the world that 

the U.S. could stand on its 

own. 



US Soldiers in France, 1918 



By 1918, 

American 

troops were  

in Europe, 

fighting in 

World War I. 

Americans in French Tank, U.S. Army Signal Corps (1918) 



Many women 

helped out in 

the war effort, 

both overseas 

and at home. 

Salvation Army Women Bring Sustenance to Soldiers (May 9, 1918) 





Scene from The Lost Battalion 



The Second Battle of the Marne 

was 

the last major German Offensive on the 

Western Front during the First World 

War. The German attack failed when 

an Allied counterattack led by France 

overwhelmed the Germans, inflicting 

severe casualties. Fought between July 

15 - August 6, 1918, it was the turning 

point of the war in the western front.  

The presence of fresh American troops, 

unbroken by years of war, significantly 

bolstered Allied resistance to the 

German offensive. A British Officer, 

Floyd Gibbons, wrote about the 

American troops, saying, “I never saw 

men charge to their death with finer 

spirit.” 



In July, the Allies defeated 

the Germans in France. 

In the summer of 1918, U.S. troops helped turn the tide of 

war in favor of the Allies. 

The Allies began an offensive. 

By November, they were 

advancing on Germany. 





American Groups and Individuals 
that helped fight World War I 

Sergeant  
York killed 25  

enemy machine  
gunners and took  

132 prisoners 

AEF ground  
troops helped  
push back the  
German line 

Women  
served as nurses,  

clerks, relief  
workers,  

& ambulance  
drivers 

U.S. naval  
forces escorted  
merchant ships  
and mined the  

North Sea 

Contributions 



Pull back its 
troops from the 
Western Front 

Hand over 
all of its  
U-boats 

The Kaiser fled, and Germany became a republic. 

President Wilson also demanded that Germany’s 
leader,  Kaiser Wilhelm II, step down. 

Cancel its 
peace treaty 
with Russia 

The terms of the armistice were harsh. 
Germany was forced to: 



The armistice took effect at 11 A.M. on 
November 11, 1918. 

Soldiers returned home. 
Millions had been 
severely wounded. 

The war had ended. 
Soldiers could hardly 
believe it. 



World War I was the most destructive war 
history had yet seen. 

Some 
historians 
believe just as 
many civilians 
died. 

It cost the lives 
of 10 million 
military 
personnel. 





Terms and People 

• self-determination– the right of a group to 
decide its own form of government 

• reparations– payments to cover damages 

• Henry Cabot Lodge– a powerful Republican 
Senator who opposed U.S. membership in the 
League of Nations 

• deport– to forcibly return an immigrant to his 
or her home country 



Woodrow Wilson helped 

negotiate the 

 in Paris and 

presented his 

.  Congress didn’t  

want to commit the US to   

the and 

refused to ratify the Treaty.  

Wilson’s dream of a world 

“safe for democracy” went 

unrealized. 

Woodrow Wilson in Paris, January 1919. 

The Treaty of Versailles 





After much debate, the Big Four drafted the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

Treaty Terms 

German’s military 
would be limited. 

The Germans 
accepted full 

responsibility for 
the war. 

The Germans had 
to pay full 

reparations to 
the Allies. 

Germany lost some 
territory and colonies. 





Wilson’s idea for the League of Nations 
sparked heated debate in America. 

The U.S. must 
accept its 

“destiny” to lead 
the world on a 

new path.  

Membership in 
the League will 
restrict the U.S. 
from acting in its 

own interest.  

President Wilson Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge 

In November 1919, the Senate voted to reject 
the treaty. 



The absence of the U.S. crippled the League’s 
ability to solve worldwide crises in the 1930s. 

Cartoons like this one criticized America’s decision. 

U.S. 
participation 
is key to 
building the 
League of 
Nations. The keystone is not in place. 



In September of 1918, soldiers at an  

army base near Boston suddenly began  

to die. The cause of death was identified 

as influenza, but it was unlike any strain 

ever seen. As the killer virus spread 

across the country, hospitals overfilled, 

death carts roamed the streets and 

helpless city officials dug mass graves.   

It was the worst epidemic in American 

history, killing over 600,000--until it 

disappeared as mysteriously as it had 

begun.  

World War I claimed an estimated 16 

million lives. The influenza epidemic  

that swept the world in 1918 killed an 

estimated 50 million people. One fifth   

of the world's population was attacked  

by this deadly virus. Within months, it 

had killed more people than any other 

illness in recorded history. 

Influenza Epidemic of 1918 



The Red Scare 

Shortly after World War I ended, the 

United States experienced a series of 

crippling labor strikes.  Workers who 

legally could not strike during the war 

were fighting for fair pay and better 

working conditions. 

Some saw the efforts of the labor 

movement as the work of foreign 

radicals.  The strikes also sparked fears 

of a communist revolution like the 

one in Russia.  The discovery of mail 

bombs sent to government officials by 

anarchists added to the growing 

atmosphere of fear.  Soon these fears 

created a reactionary wave of panic 

called the . 

In 1920, the government launched the 

Palmer Raids and arrested 6,000 

suspected radicals without due process. 







Journal  

Woodrow Wilson is the only person ever to serve as 

President of the United States who also had a Ph.D.          

Is a candidate’s education an important consideration 

when deciding who to vote for president or are other 

factors more important?  Explain. 


