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1945 - 1960 



1960 John F. Kennedy is elected president. 

1956 Highway Act is passed. 
         Eisenhower is reelected president 

1954 Senator Joseph McCarthy claims 
Communist influence in U.S. Army. 

1953 The Rosenbergs are executed as spies. 

1949 United States joins NATO. 

1948 Harry S. Truman is elected president. 

1947 Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan are established. 

1945 United Nations is established. 

US Timeline 1945-1960 

1952 Dwight D. Eisenhower is elected president.  
United States explodes first hydrogen bomb. 



1957 Soviets launch Sputnik. 

1956 Soviets suppress Hungarian Revolution. 

1953 Korean War cease-fire is agreed to. 

1952 Mau Mau revolt shakes Kenya. 

1950 Korean War begins. 

1949 Germany is partitioned. 
         China becomes Communist. 

1948 Berlin Airlift begins. 

1946 Churchill gives “Iron Curtain” speech. 

World Timeline 1946-1957 



After the war, America faced the challenges 
of returning to a peacetime economy. 

Defense 
industries had 

closed or scaled 
back. 

Congress passed the GI Bill of Rights, giving 
veterans money for businesses, homes, and 
schooling. 

Millions of 
returned soldiers 

needed jobs. 

Adjusting to Peace 





During World War II, the US economy was 

geared to producing needed war supplies.  Now 

that the country was at peace, factories switched 

to producing consumer goods. As a result most 

industries reduced their workforce. 

At the same time more than10 million returning 

veterans were looking for work.  As a result 

female workers were laid off or fired. 

Unions agreed to give up pay raises during the 

war.  Now workers faced rising prices and 

demanded better pay.  In 1946, more than one 

million workers in the automobile, steel, 

meatpacking, and electrical industries went on 

strike.  When railroad workers and miners 

joined went on strike, President Truman feared 

they would cripple the nation. 

Adjusting to Peace 



Problems Facing the U.S. 

Problem: Labor Strikes that threaten to Cripple the nation:  

Solution offered: President Truman ended some strikes 

and threatened to draft strikers into the Armed Forces 



Americans also faced high inflation after 
the war. 

With the war over, 
Americans were eager 
to buy consumer goods.  

The demand far 
exceeded the supply of 
goods, resulting in 
soaring inflation. 

Inflation 

Adjusting to Peace 



During the war years, few consumer 

goods were produced.  After the war, 

people were starting families and buying 

new homes.  They wanted cars, washing 

machines, toasters, and all the other 

goods they put off buying during 

wartime.  The spending spree led to 

inflation – a rise in prices. 

After the war the number of marriages 

increased.  This caused a housing 

shortage and many newlyweds were 

forced to move in with relatives.  Soon 

mass-produced suburban homes met the 

demand for housing. 

Postwar Economy 



Problems Facing the U.S. 

Problem: Severe Housing shortage:  

Solution offered: William Levitt – Mass production of 

houses using assembly line techniques 



World War II raised the hopes of 

African Americans for greater equality.  

African American war veterans 

expected their service to be recognized.  

But, in fact, little had changed.  In 

many Southern states, African 

Americans who attempted to vote were 

threatened, fired from their jobs, and 

even murdered. 

President Truman created a 

commission on civil rights.  In July 

1948, Truman issued an executive 

order ending racial discrimination in 

the armed forces.  He was the first 

president to make civil rights a national 

issue. 

Civil Rights 



Problems Facing the U.S. 

Problem: Discrimination and racial violence:  

Solution offered: President Truman integrated the Armed 

Forces and arranged Freedom Train tours the U.S. 



 
Truman gradually 
lost much of his 

popularity. 
 

Liberal Democrats 
were unhappy 
with his policy of 
challenging Soviet 
expansion. 

White Southern 
Democrats were 

angered by his 
support of civil 

rights. 

The Republicans were sure they would win the 
election of 1948. 

Truman campaigned tirelessly, attacking the 
“do-nothing” Republican Congress. 

Election of 1948 



Truman’s chances for re-election seemed slim.  

Truman’s narrow victory was one of the 
biggest upsets in American political history. 

The Chicago 
Tribune printed an 
early headline 
declaring Truman’s 
loss. 

Election of 1948 





The Fair Deal:  

. 



In his second term, Truman proposed his Fair Deal 
program. Congress passed some of his proposals. 

Passed 

Increase in the 
minimum wage 

Funds for flood 
control 

Funds for low-
income housing 

Not Passed 

Funds for 
education 

National health 
insurance 

Reducing racial 
discrimination 

The Fair Deal  



The Cold War:  

. 



Differences arose among the WWII Allies 
even before the war had ended. 

Josef Stalin had promised to hold free elections in 
the parts of Eastern Europe under his control. 

Instead, he set up Communist governments 
in these nations.  

Russia 

Josef 
Stalin 

U.S.  

Franklin 
Roosevelt 

Britain 

Winston 
Churchill 

The Cold War  



Stalin wanted to 

protect the Soviet 

Union by 

surrounding it with 

a ring of friendly 

countries. 

Winston Churchill 

referred to this 

threat as the iron 

curtain. 



Peep under the Iron curtain - March 6, 1946 

Delivered in 1946, Winston 

Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” address 

eloquently outlined Soviet 

communism’s threat to the free 

world and called for firm and 

principled resistance. Like his 

warning a decade earlier about 

Nazi Germany, his words that day 

were roundly criticized. On both 

sides of the Atlantic, Churchill was 

called a fear-monger for his efforts. 

http://opal.kent.ac.uk/cartoonx-cgi/ccc.py?mode=single&start=1&search=iron%20curtain




Germany 

Divided 



US Goals During the Cold War 

PROGRAM 

Containment policy 

Truman Doctrine 

Marshall Plan 

NATO 

GOAL 

Stop the Spread of Communism. 

Help people Fight for Democracy. 

Form a Military Alliance to 
Defend Western Europe. 

Help Western Europe Rebuild. 



The was founded 

in 1945 after World War II to 

replace the League of Nations, to 

stop wars between countries, and to 

provide a platform for dialogue. 

The United Nations 



U.S. – Soviet Cold War Relations 

Soviet Leader Joseph 

Stalin refused free 

elections in Eastern 

Europe & set up pro-

Soviet governments. 

: US  

blocks Soviet expansion.  

: US 

supports countries 

resisting the Soviet Union. 

Cause: Soviet Action Effect: U.S. Action 

            
 



President Truman soon faced several Cold 
War challenges. 

A Communist-led 
revolt in Greece 

Truman declared that the U.S. would block 
the spread of Communism, a principle 
known as the . 

Soviet threats 
to Turkey and 

Iran 



The Marshall Plan: 

. 



The 

Marshall Plan 



U.S. – Soviet Cold War Relations 

Soviets Blockade 

Berlin for almost a 

year 

– U.S. 

flies food & supplies 

into West Berlin 

Cause: Soviet Action Effect: U.S. Action 

            
 



The 

Berlin Airlift 



NATO vs. The Warsaw Pact 

The 

was established 

on April 4, 1949.  NATO was 

originally a political association. 

However, during the Korean War 

and an integrated military 

structure was built up. The is the 

informal name for the mutual 

defense Treaty of Friendship, 

Cooperation and Mutual 

Assistance subscribed by eight 

communist states in Eastern 

Europe, which was established 

on May 14, 1955. 





The 

Korean War 



Korea was controlled by Japan prior to the end of 

World War II.  After Japan surrendered, the peninsula 

was divided along the 38th parallel, with United States 

troops occupying the southern part and Soviet troops 

occupying the northern part. 

In 1948, the North established a Communist 

government and the 38th Parallel became a political 

border between the two Koreas. 

The situation escalated into open warfare when North 

Korean forces invaded South Korea on June 25, 

1950. The United Nations, particularly the United 

States, came to the aid of the South Korea.  An 

armistice (cease-fire) was signed on July 27, 1953.  

The Korean War produced over 2 million military 

casualties and over 2.5 million civilian. 

The Korean War 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/Korean_war_1950-1953.gif




The Korean War had an enormous impact 
on Korea, America, and other UN nations. 

Tensions between North and South Korea 
continue today. 

The Korean War 



The failure to win a decisive victory in 
Korea added to Americans’ fears about 
Communism. 

Will the United States 
ever defeat 

communism? 

Are Communist spies 
secretly working  
to overthrow the  
U.S. government? 

Fear of Communism 



The Second Red Scare occurred after World War 

II.  Soviet control of Eastern Europe, the Berlin 

Blockade, the Chinese Civil War, confessions of 

spying for the Soviet Union given by several high-

ranking US government officials, and the Korean 

War, all added to a climate of fear. 

In March 1947, President Truman established 

political-loyalty review boards that determined 

the “Americanism” of Federal Government 

employees, and recommended termination of those 

who had confessed to spying for the Soviet Union, 

as well as some suspected of being Un-American.   

The House Committee on Un-American Activities 

(HUAC) conducted character investigations of “American 

communists” (actual and alleged), and their roles in (real 

and imaginary) espionage and propaganda for the USSR. 

Fear of Communism 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/cf/Huac.jpg


Fear of Communism at Home 

Julius and Ethel Rosenbergs, executed in 

1953 for conspiracy to commit espionage, 

were the first civilians executed for 

espionage in United States history. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/68/Julius_and_Ethel_Rosenberg_NYWTS.jpg


McCarthyism is the political action of making accusations 

of disloyalty, subversion, or treason without proper regard 

for evidence. 

Joseph McCarthy's involvement with the cultural 

phenomenon that would bear his name began when 

.  

It is difficult to estimate the number of victims of 

McCarthyism.  In many cases simply being subpoenaed by 

HUAC or one of the other committees was sufficient cause to 

be fired.  Leonard Bernstein, Charlie Chaplin, W.E.B. Du 

Bois, Langston Hughes, Burgess Meredith, Arthur Miller, Pete 

Seeger, and Orson Welles are some notable people accused of 

communist activities. 

By 1954, public opinion had shifted against Senator 

McCarthy. 

McCarthyism 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Is_this_tomorrow.jpg


McCarthyism 

Hollywood stars on trial 



The House Un-American Activities Committee 
led investigations to find Communists. 

The car is a 
symbol for the 
committee. 

The 
committee 
“ran over” 
anyone in 
its way. 

Cartoons like this one 
criticized the committee’s 
methods. 



Labor Unions  
and Big Business  

Communist  
Threat at Home  

FOREIGN ISSUES 

Korea  

Communism  
in Europe  

Fair Deal 

Loyalty Review Board 

Called on UN to Help 
Defend South Korea 

NATO; Marshall Plan; 
Truman Doctrine 

DOMESTIC ISSUES  TRUMAN  EISENHOWER 

Middle-of-the road 
Policies 

Opposed McCarthy’s 
Attack on the Army 

Went to Korea; Armistice 
Signed 

Brinksmanship 

Truman & Eisenhower 



Journal  

How was the Red Scare of the 1950s like the Salem 

Witchcraft hysteria of the 1690s? 

Did our country learn anything from the Red Scare? 



Arms Race 
In August 1949, the US learned that the USSR 

produced an atomic bomb.  

. 



Space Race 

The superpowers also competed in space. 

In 1957, the Soviets launched Sputnik, the first 
human-made satellite. 

Americans 
feared that the 
Soviets could 
now launch a 
nuclear attack 
on the U.S. 

Congress acted 
quickly to compete 
technologically with 
the Soviet Union. 



In 1962, John 
Glenn became 
the first 
American to orbit 
Earth. 

Congress created the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA). 

Congress also passed the National 
Defense Education Act to fund more 
scientists and teachers. 

Space Race 



On May 1, 1960, a United States U-2 spy 

plane was shot down over Soviet airspace. 

The United States government at first 

denied the plane's purpose and mission, but 

then was forced to admit its role as a covert 

surveillance aircraft when the Soviet 

government produced its remains and pilot, 

Francis Gary Powers. 

Coming just over two weeks before the 

scheduled opening of an East–West summit 

in Paris, the incident was a great 

embarrassment to the U.S. and caused a 

worsening of relations with the USSR. 

U-2 



Brinksmanship 

. 



The H-bomb 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=4756621812001428741
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGbW4a4EAAE


The threat of “the bomb” 

became a part of everyday life. 

Civil defense officials talked 

confidently of group shelters 

for 50 million people, but in the 

new suburban communities the 

nervous were taking survival 

into their own hands. Bomb 

shelters costing from $100 to 

as much as $5,000 for an 

underground suite with phone 

and toilet were selling like 

hotcakes. 

Cold War Hysteria 





http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-1528313029232126903




Journal  

If your parents were considering the purchase of a bomb 

shelter and they asked for your opinion, what would you 

tell them? 



American Life During the 1950s 

Suburban  
Living 

Population  
Shifts 

Entertainment 

Economic  
Changes 

Minorities 

1950s  
American Life 



Truman did not run again in 1952. War hero 
Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected by a 
landslide and served two terms as President. 

Increasing the number 
of people who could 
receive Social 
Security benefits. 

The Interstate 
Highway Act of 1956, 
which funded a national 
freeway system. 

His achievements include: 

I  LIKE  IKE 



Throughout the 1950s, the American standard 
of living rose steadily. 

Home and car 
ownership rose. 

New jobs put 
money in 
consumers’ 
pockets. 

The American Dream 



As more Americans purchased cars, they began 
to live further away from work. 

Suburbs grew quickly as 
people left the cities 
behind. 

Suburbs around cities in 
the West grew the most 
quickly, and their political 
power grew as well. 

The American Dream 



, residential areas surrounding a city, grew.  Shopping 

centers, businesses, schools, and recreation areas soon followed. 



S
u
b
u
r
b
s 





1 Story High 

12’x19’ Living Room 

2 Bedrooms 

Tiled Bathroom 

Garage 

Small Backyard & 

Front Lawn 

By 1960  1/3 of the U. S. population in the suburbs. 

Suburban Living 



Many who lived in the cities did not share in the 
growing prosperity of the suburbs. 

The movement to the suburbs caused 
inner cities to decline. 

The American Dream? 



In the 1950s, American 

technology produced a flood    

of consumer goods.  These 

included cars and houses in 

suburbs that were springing up 

across the country.  You and 

your family have moved to a 

new house in a growing suburb 

– which some people think is 

the “American Dream”. 

How is the “American Dream” 

connected to prosperity? 

Should the “American    

Dream” involve helping   

others? 

Interact with  History 



Road construction delays rush hour traffic (1951) 

As suburbs 

grew in the 

1950s, car sales 

exploded. The 

Highway Act 

of 1956 provided 

federal money 

to build 41,000 

miles of highway. 

The Interstate Highway System 



The Interstate Highway System 



The movement of people to the , the warmer states in the 

South and Southwest, changed the population distribution of the U.S. 



The Eisenhower years were 
prosperous ones for many 
Americans. Inflation slowed and 
employment was high. 

New technology such as 
computers increased 
American productivity.  

By the end of the 1950s, Americans 
manufactured and bought 1 out of every 2 
products made anywhere in the world. 

Consumerism 



Consumerism is the 

systematic creation and 

nurturing of a desire to 

purchase goods in ever 

greater amounts. 

Consumerism 





1957      

1 baby 

born every 

7 seconds 

After WWII Americans 

married earlier and raised 

more children than 

previous generations.  

This trend became known 

as the , the 

increased birth rate that 

happened after World 

War II. 

The Baby Boom 







Entertainment in the 1950s was 

dramatically changed by 

television and rock ‘n roll 

music.  Popular Hollywood 

movies were often westerns or 

musicals.  “Beatnik” poets and 

writers like Jack Kerouac 

questioned the shallowness and 

conformity of American 

society. 



By 1960, most families had a television. 

TVs brought news 
and entertainment 
into people’s 
homes. 

Watching TV 
became the most 
important family 
activity. 

Television 

http://mail.aol.com/36786-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=28760755&folder=OldMail&partId=1
http://mail.aol.com/36786-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=28760755&folder=OldMail&partId=1


The Honeymooners Your Show of Shows Milton Berle Show 

I Love Lucy Howdy Doody The Mickey Mouse Club 

Popular T.V. Shows 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJ-IPXpvRaU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2m1Nubw8XJw&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNK5KzI48mM


Television helped make popular a new kind of 
music, called rock-and-roll. 

Elvis Presley was the 
most popular rock-and-
roll singer. 

Teens idolized Presley, 
but many adults found 
his music and dancing 
too provocative. 

Rock ‘n Roll 



Rock ‘n Roll 



Elvis Presley Marilyn Monroe Frank Sinatra Elizabeth Taylor 

Lucy & Desi Martin & Lewis James Dean Chuck Berry 

Celebrities 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5JALwwaASg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ofD9t_sULM&feature=related


Many of the fads of the 1950s were inspired by what 

Americans saw on television.  In 1955 children and adults 

alike were swept up in the merchandising blitz surrounding 

Walt Disney's television series Davy Crockett.  Four million 

recordings of “The Ballad of Davy Crockett,” the show's theme 

song, and fourteen million Davy Crockett books were sold to 

eager fans.  Little pioneers wore replicas of the coonskin cap 

their hero wore, so that the price of raccoon tails shot from 

twenty-five cents to eight dollars a pound. 

Fifties clothing was conservative. Men wore gray flannel suits 

and women wore dresses with pinched in waists and high 

heels. Blue jeans, poodle skirts made of felt and decorated 

with sequins and poodle appliqués, pony tails for girls,         

and flat tops and crew cuts for guys were popular. 

Fads 



Telephones 

3-D Movies 

Hula Hoops 

Coonskin Caps 

Mickey Mouse Ears 

Poodle Skirts 

Fads 



Journal  

What did sociologist David Riesman mean in his 

1950 book The Lonely Crowd when he said that 

America was now a nation of “other directed” people, 

rather than “inner directed” people of the pre-World 

War II period?  Was he correct?  Explain. 


