Q: What Is Nonfiction?

A: It Is not fiction
(nor drama, nor poetry.




Nonfiction- basic types

s blography- writing based on
someone’s life

s autobliography- writing based on
the author’s own life

osketch— a moement m/summation of
someone’s life

¢ MEeEMmOI- a moement in authors life

$ESSAY = ShokFpIeceralseliEarsStlject
(French ESSAIS= “attempts®)




3 Items to remember when
reading or writing_an
essay.

sAudience
& PUrPOSEe
¢ lone



Purpose

¢ Informative- provides information,
often on a particular field of study:

— process explanation, definition, classification

¢ Persuasive- promotes a particular
ViIewpoeIint on a tepic

— pro/con, epinion/editerial

& EXPOSItoRY- “exposes” a subject
(e.q. an expose)

— calise/efiect analy/sis; comparsen/contrast,
literary analysis



Purpose

¢ Narrative- to relate a series of events

— Sports news stories (play-by-play)

¢ Reflective- to reflect upon life events
and Issues, such as parenting, maturity,
marriage, etc.

— Dave Berry, Garrison Kelllor, et al

¢ DESCHIPLIVE- to recreate a place or
event mostly threugh Imagery.

— [ravelegues, seme news articles



Audience

¢ Writers must be aware of audience

+ Knowing Intended audience can help
readers of text understand meaning

¢ Audiences are varied, and will effect
crafting of the essay.

— hoestile or friendly?

—engaged or apathetic?
—\Wwell-infermed or InEXPErienced?
— familiar or unfamiliarE?




Tone

- An author’s/speaker’s attitude,
apparent through diction,
structure, even punctuation

- Tone Is dictated by these factors:
PUrpoese
Audience
Subject matter



Style

A combination of

language and use

of technigues In a
particular Work



Style: Diction

An author’s choice of words

Neutral words vs. Loaded words
Brave Valilant

Hot Scalding



Style: Organization

Chronoelogical — presents information in
time order, from first to last or last to
first (memoir)

Classification- presents Infermation on
a part-by-part basis (travelogue)

SUPPeKE/IDISCOVERY- thesis suppoerted
0N & pPoelnt-by-peInt PasIs, or reader
discovers an implied thesis (research

PAENR)



Style: Organization

Compare and Contrast — shows the
ways In which two or more subjects are
similar and different

Proe and Con- ebjectively welghs
advantages and disadvantages

Calise and Effect — shews! relatiecnship
ameng events

Prehlem and Selution — Identifies a
preklem and then offers a selution



Rhetorical Devices

Figurative lLanguage

¢ Simile- comparison using “like” “than” “as”
— Cold as ice; they fought like cats and dogs

¢ Metaphor- an albstract comparison
—He's a pillar of the community.

¢ Personification- giving life-like gualities
to animals; Inanimate things, & Ideas

— [[he plgeen-Winged: pages! fitttered and
died on the lawn




Rhetorical Devices

A\grzTelgle] g=!

Repetition of one or more words at the
head of consecutive phrases, clauses,
Oor sentences:

“I came, | saw, | conguered.”

Antithesis:

Contrast within parallel phrases:
“Many are called, but few are chosen.”



Rhetorical Devices
¢ Hyperbole:

exaggerating something as being
more or less than It Is.

"This tyrant, whose sole name blisters
our tongues.”

¢ Litotes:

understatement for ironic effect or

to underline a passionate opinion:
“The assassin was not unacquainted

with danger.”



Rhetorical Devices

¢ Syllepsis
Divergent use of a word In two phrases:

“We must all hang together or assuredly
we will all hang separately.”

¢ Iricolon

A series of three parallel words, phrases,
clauses, or statements: “Tell me and |

forget. Teach me and | remember. Involve
me and | learn.”



Rhetorical Devices

¢ Anecdote

A short narrative in a work of
nonfiction used to prove a

p0| nt Similes & metaphors: for artistic effect

‘An al Ogy Analogies: to prove a point in a

discussion or argument

Comparison in which an idea
or a thing Is compared to
another thing that Is quite
different from It.



Rhetorical Devices
¢OXymoron
two opposite ideas joined to
create an effect

eParadox

A seemingly contradictory
statement that nevertheless
reveals a truth



Jargon

The vocabulary of a particular
field of study.

0)f

pretentious vocabulary and
conveluted syntax that IS
Intentionally vague: in meaning



Satire

Writing that uses humor to
lllustrate fundamental flaws In
soclety, dangerous religious,
political, and secial standards, as
well as vices and

AumMan nature.

Commoenly present Iff the tene deesn’'t seem
O maiteh the audience or purpoese



Satirical Devices:

¢lrony

—verbal (sarcasm) and
Situational Ireny.

¢ Hyperbole (exaggeration)

¢ Connotative words
(lecaded words)

¢ Absurdity, farce, shock



Nonfiction Test- 10 Honors

1-20: Multi-choice questions about nonfiction
WOrks & terminology

21-25: match non-fiction devices with their
examples in the wWorks

26-30: match organizational strategies with
WHItINg scenarios

31-40: vecabulary (see back of this moenth’s
secheadule)

41-45: reading comprenension ol apprex. 1 page

Wirting: discuss the theme of the 1 page
passage; hew IS It developed, disecussing the
elemenits & devices (Using termineliegy)
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